Introduced Version

SENATE BILL No. 420

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL

Citations Affected: IC 6-1.1; IC 32-1-2-37; IC 36-2-15-5;
IC 36-2-19-7; IC 36-6.

Synopsis: Property tax assessment. Provides that the county assessor
is responsible for the assessment of real and persona property in
countiesother than Marion County. Providesthat in Marion County the
township assessor retains the assessment duties. Reestablishes county
land valuation commissions. Providesthat el ected township assessors
shall serve on the county land valuation commissions. Allows the
county assessors to hire any person, including elected township
assessors, to perform assessment duties.

Effective: January 1, 2001; July 1, 2002; January 1, 2003.

Bowser

January 11, 1999, read first time and referred to Committee on Finance.
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Introduced

First Regular Session 111th General Assembly (1999)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) isbeing amended, thetext of the existing provision will appear inthis styletype,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in thts styte type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear inthat styletypein theintroductory clause of each SECTION that adds
anew provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in astatutein this style type or this styte type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 1998 General Assembly.

SENATE BILL No. 420

A BILL FORAN ACT toamend theIndianaCode concerning local
government.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1.1C6-1.1-3-0.51SADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE
AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 0.5. As used in this chapter, ""assessor"'
means the following:

(1) In a county containing a consolidated city, a township
assessor.
(2) In a county not containing a consolidated city, the county
assessor.

SECTION 2. IC 6-1.1-3-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 5. Before the
assessment date of each year, the county auditor shall deliver to each
townshtp assessor the proper assessment books and necessary blanks
for the listing and assessment of personal property.

SECTION 3. IC 6-1.1-3-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 6. Between the
assessment date and the filing date of each year, the appropriate
township assessor shall furnish each person whose personal property
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is subject to assessment for that year with a personal property return.

SECTION 4. IC 6-1.1-3-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 7. (a) Except as
provided in subsections (b) and (d), ataxpayer shall, on or before the
filing date of each year, file a personal property return with:

(1) the assessor of each townshipinwhich thetaxpayer's personal
property is subject to assessment, in a county containing a
consolidated city; or

(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city.

(b) The tewnship assessor may grant a taxpayer a thirty (30) day
extension to file the taxpayer's return if:

(1) the taxpayer submits a written application for an extension
prior to the filing date; and

(2) the taxpayer is prevented from filing atimely return because
of sickness, absence from the county, or any other good and
sufficient reason.

(c) If the sum of the assessed values reported by a taxpayer on the
business personal property returns which the taxpayer files with the
township assessor for ayear exceedsonehundred fifty thousand dollars
($150,000), the taxpayer shall file each of the returnsin duplicate.

(d) This subsection applies only to a county containing a
consolidated city. A taxpayer may file a consolidated return with the
county assessor if the taxpayer has personal property subject to
assessment in more than one (1) township in a county and the total
assessed value of the personal property in the county is less than one
million five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000). A taxpayer filing
a consolidated return shall attach a schedule listing, by township, all
the taxpayer's personal property and the property's assessed value. A
taxpayer filing a consolidated return is not required to file a personal
property return with the assessor of each township. A taxpayer filing a
consolidated return shall provide the following:

(1) The county assessor with the information necessary for the
county assessor to alocate the assessed value of the taxpayer's
personal property among the townships listed on the return,
including the street address, the township, and the location of the
property.

(2) A copy of the consolidated return, with attachments, for each
township listed on the return.

(e) This subsection applies only to a county containing a
consolidated city. The county assessor shall provide to each affected
township assessor in the county all information filed by a taxpayer
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under subsection (d) that affects the township. The county assessor
shall provide the information before:
(1) May 25 of each year, for areturn filed on or before the filing
date for the return; or
(2) June 30 of each year, for areturn filed after the filing date for
the return.

(f) Thetewnship assessor shall send all required notificationsto the
taxpayer.

(9) The county assessor may refuse to accept a consolidated
personal property tax return that does not have attached to it aschedule
listing, by township, all the personal property of the taxpayer and the
assessed value of the property as required under subsection (d). For
purposes of 1C 6-1.1-37-7, aconsolidated return isfiled on the date it
isfiled with the county assessor with the schedul e of personal property
and assessed value attached.

SECTION 5. IC 6-1.1-3-11 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 11. (a) For
purposes of this section, "inventory" means.

(1) materials held for processing or for usein production;

(2) finished or partialy finished goods of a manufacturer or
processor; and

(3) property held for sale in the ordinary course of trade or
business.

(b) If the inventory owned or held by ataxpayer on the assessment
date of a year does not, in his opinion, fairly represent the average
inventory carried by him, thetaxpayer may elect tolist hisinventory for
assessment on the basis of the average true tax value of the inventory
owned or held by the taxpayer during the preceding calendar year, or
during the portion of the preceding calendar year that the taxpayer was
engaged in business.

(c) If ataxpayer electsto usethe average method, he shall notify the
township assessor of the election at the time he files his persona
property return. Theelection, once made, i shinding onthetaxpayer for
thetax year in question and for each year thereafter unless permission
to change is granted by the state board of tax commissioners.

(d) If ataxpayer electsto use the average method, he shall use that
method for reporting the value of all hisinventories which are located
in this state.

SECTION 6. IC 6-1.1-3-14 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 14. Thetownship
assessor shall examine and verify the accuracy of each personal
property returnfiled with him by ataxpayer. If appropriate, the assessor
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shall compareareturn with the books of thetaxpayer and with personal
property owned, held, possessed, controlled, or occupied by the
taxpayer.

SECTION 7. IC 6-1.1-3-15 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 15. (a) In
connection with the activities required by section 14 of this chapter, or
if a person owning, holding, possessing, or controlling any personal
property fails to file a persona property return with the tewnship
assessor as required by this chapter, the tewnship assessor may
examine:

(1) the personal property of the person;

(2) the books and records of the person; and

(3) under oath, the person or any other person whom the assessor
believes has knowledge of the amount, identity, or value of the
personal property reported or not reported by the person on a
return.

(b) After such an examination, the assessor shall assessthe personal
property to the person owning, holding, possessing, or controlling that
property.

(c) Asan dternative to such an examination, the township assessor
may estimate the value of the personal property of the taxpayer and
shall assessthe person owning, holding, possessing, or controlling the
property in an amount based upon the estimate. Upon receiving a
notification of estimated valuefrom thetewnshtp assessor, thetaxpayer
may elect to file a personal property return, subject to the penalties
imposed by 1C 6-1.1-37-7.

SECTION 8. IC 6-1.1-3-16 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 16. If, from the
evidence before him, a tewnship an assessor determines that a person
has temporarily converted any part of his the person's personal
property into property which is not taxable under this article to avoid
the payment of taxes on the converted property, the tewnship assessor
shall assess the converted property to the taxpayer.

SECTION 9. IC 6-1.1-3-17 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 17. (a) On or
before June 1 of each year, each township assessor of a eounty shat
dehiver to the eodnty assessor shall prepare a list which states by
taxing district the total of the personal property assessments as shown
onthe personal property returnsfiled with the assessor on or beforethe
filing date of that year. and in a eounty with a township assessor tneer
Hsts to the eotnty agditor as prescribed t sabsection (by:
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(b) On or before July 1 of each year, each eednty assessor shall
certify to the county auditor the assessment value of the personal
property in every taxing district.

(c) The state board of tax commissioners shall prescribe the forms
required by this section.

SECTION 10. IC 6-1.1-3-19 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 19. While a
county property tax assessment board of appeals is in session, each
township the assessor of the eeunty shall make the following
information available to the eettity assessor and the board:

(1) Personal property returns.
(2) Documents related to the returns. and
(3) Any information in the possession of the assessor which is
related to the identity of the owners or possessors of property or
the values of property.
Upon written request of the board, the tewrship assessor shall furnish
thisinformation to any member of the board either directly or through
employees of the board.

SECTION 11. IC 6-1.1-3-21 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 21. (a) Subject to
the limitations contained in IC 6-1.1-35-9, assessment returns, lists,
and any other documents and information related to the determination
of personal property assessments shall be preserved as public records
and open to public inspection. The tewnship assessor shall preserve
and maintain theserecords. f gartersfor hisoffice are provided in the
eotnty eotrt hotuse; o abranch thereof- H guartersare not provided for
the tewnship assessor; ke shah; as soon as he comptetes his atedit of a
retarn; detiver the retdrn and alt retated documents and informetion to
preserve the ttems: In a county containing a consolidated city, the
township assessor shall ensure that the county assessor hasfull access
to the assessment records maintained by the township assessor.

(b) Each In a county containing a consolidated city, the county
shall furnish an officefor atownship assessor in the county courthouse,
or a branch thereof, if the township ke the assessor serves has a
population of thirty-five thousand (35,000) or more. A county may
furnish an office in the county courthouse, or branch thereof, for any
township assessor.

SECTION 12. IC 6-1.1-4-05 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 0.5. As used in this chapter,
"assessor'' means the following:
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(1) In a county containing a consolidated city, a township
assessor.
(2) In a county not containing a consolidated city, the county
assessor.

SECTION 13. IC 6-1.1-4-12.4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 12.4. (a) For
purposes of this section, the term "oil or gasinterest” includes, but is
not limited to:

(2) roydties,

(2) overriding royalties;

(3) mineral rights; or

(4) working interest;
in any oil or gas located on or beneath the surface of land which lies
within this state.

(b) Qil or gas interest is subject to assessment and taxation as rea
property. Notwithstanding the provisions of 1C 1971, 6-1.1-4-4, each
oil or gasinterest shall be assessed annually by:

(1) the assessor of the township in which the oil or gasislocated,
in a county containing a consolidated city; or
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city.
The tewnship assessor shall assess the il or gasinterest to the person
who owns or operates the interest.

(c) A piece of equipment is an appurtenance to land if it isincident
to and necessary for the production of oil and gas from the land
covered by the oil or gasinterest. This equipment includes, but is not
limited to, wells, pumping units, lines, treaters, separators, tanks, and
secondary recovery facilities. These appurtenances are subject to
assesment assessment asreal property. Notwithstanding the provisions
of IC 1971, 6-1.1-4-4, each of these appurtenances shall be assessed
annually:

(1) by the assessor of the township in which the appurtenanceis
located, in a county containing a consolidated city; or
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city.
Thetoewnship assessor shall assessthe appurtenanceto the person who
owns or operates the working interest in the oil or gasinterest.

SECTION 14. IC 6-1.1-4-125 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 12.5. (a) For
purposes of this section, the term "secondary recovery method"
includesbut isnot limited to the stimulation of oil production by means
of the injection of water, steam, hydrocarbons, or chemicals, or by
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means of in situ combustion.

(b) The total assessed value of al interests in the oil located on or
beneath the surface of a particular tract of land equals the product of:
(1) the average daily production of the oil, multiplied by (2) three
hundred sixty-five (365), and further multiplied by (3) one-third (1/3)
of the posted price of oil on the assessment date. However, if theoil is
being extracted by use of a secondary recovery method, the total
assessed value of al interests in the oil equals one-half (1/2) the
assessed value computed under the formula prescribed in this
subsection. The appropriate tewnship assessor shall, in the manner
prescribed by the state board of tax commissioners, apportion the total
assessed value of al interests in the oil among the owners of those
interests.

(c) The appropriate tewnship assessor shall, in the manner
prescribed by the state board of tax commissioners, determine and
apportion the total assessed value of al interests in the gas located
beneath the surface of a particular tract of land.

(d) The state board of tax commissioners shall prescribe aschedule
for tewnship county assessors to use in assessing the appurtenances
described in section 12.4 (c) of this chapter.

SECTION 15. IC 6-1.1-4-13.6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2001]: Sec. 13.6. (a) A
county land valuation commission (referred to in this section as the
""commission') is established in each county for the purpose of
determining the value of commercial, industrial, and residential
land (including farm homesites) in the county.

(b) The county assessor is chairperson of the commission.

(c) The members of the commission are as follows:

(1) The county assessor.

(2) Each township assessor, when the respective township land
values for that township assessor's township are under
consideration. A township assessor serving under this
subdivision shall vote on all matters relating to the land values
of that township assessor's township.

(3) One (1) township assessor from the county, to be
appointed by all of the township assessors in the county by
majority vote, to serve as the primary appointment, and one
(1) township assessor from the county, to be appointed by all
of the township assessors in the county by a majority vote, to
serve as the alternate to the primary appointment when the
primary appointment serves under subdivision (2). In case of
a tie vote, the county assessor shall cast a vote to break that
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tie.
(4) One (1) county resident who:
(A) holds a license under IC 25-34.1-3 as a salesperson or
broker; and
(B) is appointed by the county executive (as defined in
IC 36-1-2-5).
(5) Four (4) individuals who:
(A) are appointed by the county executive (as defined in
IC 36-1-2-5); and
(B) each represent one (1) of the following four (4) kinds of
land in the county:
(i) Agricultural.
(ii) Commercial.
(iii) Industrial.
(iv) Residential.
(6) One (1) individual who:
(A) is appointed by the county executive (as defined in
IC 36-1-2-5); and
(B) represents financial institutions in the county.

(d) The term of each member of the commission begins
November 1, two (2) years before the commencement of the
general reassessmentunder 1C 6-1.1-4-4, and ends January 1 of the
year the general reassessment commences under I1C 6-1.1-4-4. The
appointing authority may fill any vacancy for the remainder of the
vacated term.

tay tay (e) The tewnship assessor commission shall determine the
values of al classes of commercial, industrial, and residential land
(including farm homesites) in the tewnship county using guidelines
determined by the state board of tax commissioners. Not later than
November £ December 31 of the year preceding the year in which a
general reassessment becomes effeective; commences, the assessor
determining the vatues of tand commission shall submit the valuesto
the county property tax assessment board of appeals. Not later than
December 1 of the year preeeding the year in which a genera
reassessment becotnes effective; commences, the county property tax
assessment board of appeals shall hold a public hearing in the county
concerning thosevalues. The property tax assessment board of appeals
shall give notice of the hearing in accordance with IC 5-3-1 and shall
hold the hearing after March 31 and before December 1 of the year
preceding the year in which the general reassessment under
|C 6-1.1-4-4 becomes effective: commences.

by (f) The county property tax assessment board of appeals shall
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review thevalues submitted under subsection {ay (e) and may makeany
modificationsit considersnecessary to provideuniformity and equality.
The county property tax assessment board of appeals shall coordinate
the valuation of property adjacent to the boundaries of the county with
the county property tax assessment boards of appeals of the adjacent
counties using the procedures adopted by rule under 1C 4-22-2 by the
state board of tax commissioners. If the eotnty assessor of tewnship
assessor commission fails to submit land values under subsection {ay
(e) to the county property tax assessment board of appeals before
November £ December 31 of the year preceding the year before the
date the general reassessment under |C 6-1.1-4-4 becomes effective;
commences, the county property tax assessment board of appeal sshall
determine the values. If the county property tax assessment board of
appeals fails to determine the val ues before the generat reassessment
becomes effective; before December 31 of the year the general
reassessment commences, the state board of tax commissioners shall
determine the values.
fe} (g) In a county containing a consolidated city, the county
assessor, as secretary of the county property tax assessment board
of appeals, shall notify all township assessors in the county of the
values as modified by the eotnty property tax assessment board of
appeats: determined by the county property tax assessment board
of appeals. Township assessors shall use the values determined under
this section.
SECTION 16. IC 6-1.1-4-15 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 15. (a) If red
property is subject to assessment or reassessment under this chapter,
the:
(1) assessor of the township in which the property is located, in
a county containing a consolidated city; or
(2) county assessor, in a county not containing a consolidated
city;

shall either appraise the property himsetf or have it appraised.

(b) In order to determine the assessed value of buildings and other
improvements, the tewnship assessor, or ks the assessor’s authorized
representative, may, after first making known his the assessor's
intention to the owner or occupant, enter and fully examine al
buildings and structures which are tocated within the township he
serves and which are subject to assessment by the assessor.

SECTION 17. IC 6-1.1-4-16 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 16. (a) For
purposes of making a genera reassessment of real property, any

1999 IN 420—L S 7563/DI 73+



©CoOoO~NOO WNPE

.bhAwwwwwgwwwwmmmmmmmmmm|—\|—\|—\|—\H|—\|—\|—\|—\|—\
NP, OOOoWNO O WNPOOWONOUPR_RWNRPOOONOOULA, WNPEFE O

10

township assessor and any ety an assessor may employ:
(1) deputies,
(2) employees; and
(3) technical advisorswho arequalified to determinereal property
values.
The assessor may employ atechnical advisor either on afull-timeor a
part-time basis.

(b) The county council of each county shall appropriate the funds
necessary for the employment of deputies, employees, or technical
advisors employed under subsection (a) of this section.

SECTION 18. IC 6-1.1-4-17 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 17. (a) Subject to
the approval of the state board of tax commissioners and the
requirements of section 18(a) of this chapter, &

1) township an assessor of
2) group econsisting of the county assessor and the township
8SSessors th a codnty:

may employ professional appraisers as technical advisors.

(b) This section applies only to a county containing a
consolidated city. After noticeto the county assessor and all township
assessors in the county, amajority of the assessors authorized to vote
under this subsection may vote to:

(1) employ a professional appraiser to act as atechnical advisor
in the county during a general reassessment period;
(2) appoint an assessor or a group of assessorsto:
(A) enter into and administer the contract with a professional
appraiser employed under this section; and
(B) oversee the work of a professional appraiser employed
under this section.
Each township assessor and the county assessor has one (1) vote. A
decision by amgjority of the persons authorized to vote is binding on
the county assessor and all township assessors in the county. Subject
tothelimitationscontainedin section 18(a) of thischapter, the assessor
or assessors appointed under subdivision (2) may contract with a
professional appraiser employed under this section to supply technical
advice during a general reassessment period for al townships in the
county. A proportionate part of the appropriation to all townships for
assessing purposes shall be used to pay for the technical advice.

(c) As used in this chapter, "professiona appraiser" means an
individual or firm that is certified under 1C 6-1.1-31.7.

SECTION 19. IC 6-1.1-4-18 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 18. (a) A
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tewnship An assessor or a group of tewnship assessors or the eorty

assessor may hot utilize the services of a professional appraiser for
assessment or reassessment purposes without a written contract. The
contract used must be either a standard contract developed by the state
board of tax commissioners or a contract which has been specifically
approved by the state board of tax commissioners. No contract shall be
made with any professional appraiser to act astechnical advisor in the
assessment of property, beforethe giving of notice and the receiving of
bids from anyone desiring to furnish this service. Notice of the time
and place for receiving bids for the contract shall be given by
publication by one (1) insertion in two (2) newspapers of genera
circulation publishedinthe county and representing each of thetwo (2)
leading political partiesin the county; or if only one (1) newspaper is
there published, noticeinthat one (1) newspaper issufficient tocomply
withtherequirementsof thissubsection. The contract shall be awarded
to the lowest and best bidder who meetsall requirements under law for
entering a contract to serve as technical advisor in the assessment of
property. However, any and al bidsmay berejected, and new bids may
be asked.

(b) The county council of each county shall appropriate the funds
needed to meet the obligations created by a professional appraisal
services contract which is entered into under this chapter.

SECTION 20. IC 6-1.1-4-20 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 20. The state
board of tax commissioners may establish aperiod with respect to each
general reassessment that is the only time during which atewnship of
eotnty an assessor may enter into a contract with a professional
appraiser. The period set by the board may not begin before January 1
of the year the general reassessment begins. If no period is established
by the board, a tewnship er eodfty an assessor may enter into such a
contract only on or after January 1 and before April 16 of the year in
which the general reassessment is to commence.

SECTION 21. IC 6-1.1-4-21 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 21. (a) If, during
aperiod of general reassessment, atownship an assessor makesthereal
property appraisals himself, the appraisals of the parcels subject to
taxation must be completed as follows:

(1) The appraisal of one-fourth (1/4) of the parcels shall be
completed before December 1 of the year in which the general
reassessment begins.

(2) The appraisa of one-haf (1/2) of the parcels shal be
completed before May 1 of the year following the year in which
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the general reassessment begins.

(3) The appraisal of three-fourths (3/4) of the parcels shall be
completed before October 1 of the year following the year in
which the general reassessment begins.

(4) The appraisal of all the parcels shall be completed before
March 1 of the second year following the year in which the
general reassessment begins.

(b) If atownship an assessor employs a professional appraiser or a
professional appraisal firm to make real property appraisals during a
period of general reassessment, the professional appraiser or appraisal
firm must file appraisal reports with the township assessor asfollows:

(1) The appraisals for one-fourth (1/4) of the parcels shall be
reported before December 1 of the year in which the genera
reassessment begins.
(2) The appraisals for one-half (1/2) of the parcels shall be
reported before May 1 of the year following the year in which the
general reassessment begins.
(3) The appraisals for three-fourths (3/4) of the parcels shall be
reported before October 1 of the year following the year in which
the general reassessment begins.
(4) The appraisals for al the parcels shall be reported before
March 1 of the second year following the year in which the
general reassessment begins.
However, the reporting requirements prescribed in this subsection do
not apply if the contract under which the professional appraiser, or
appraisal firm, is employed prescribes different reporting procedures.

SECTION 22. IC 6-1.1-4-22 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 22. (a) If any
assessing official or any county property tax assessment board of
appeal s assesses or reassesses any real property under the provisions
of this article, the officia or county property tax assessment board of
appeals shall give notice to the taxpayer and the county assessor, by
mail, of the amount of the assessment or reassessment.

(b) During aperiod of general reassessment, each tewnship assessor
shall mail the notice required by this section within ninety (90) days
after ke: the assessor:

(1) completeshits an appraisal of aparcel; or
(2) receives areport for aparcel from a professional appraiser or
professional appraisal firm.

SECTION 23. IC 6-1.1-4-25 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 25. (a) Each
township assessor shall keep his the reassessment data and records
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current by securing the necessary field data and by making changesin
the assessed value of real property as changes occur in the use of the
real property. His The assessor's records shall at all times show the
assessed valueof real property in accordancewiththe provisionsof this
chapter.

(b) Thissubsection applies to a county containing a consolidated
city. The township assessor shall ensure that the county assessor has
full access to the assessment records maintained by the township
asSsessor.

SECTION 24. IC 6-1.1-5-05 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 0.5. As used in this chapter,
""assessor'' means the following:

(1) In a county containing a consolidated city, a township
assessor.
(2) In a county not containing a consolidated city, the county
assessor.

SECTION 25. IC 6-1.1-5-8 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 8. Except as
provided in section 9 of this chapter, the county auditor of each county
shall annually prepare and deliver: te:

(1) the township assessor; alist of al real property enteredin the
township as of the assessment date to the township assessor, in
a county containing a consolidated city; and
(2) a list of all real property entered in the county as of the
assessment date to the county assessor, in a county not
containing a consolidated city.
The county auditor shall deliver thelist within thirty (30) days after the
assessment date. The county auditor shall prepare the list in the form
prescribed or approved by the state board of tax commissioners.

SECTION 26. IC 6-1.1-5-10 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 10. If atewnship
an assessor believes that it is necessary to obtain an accurate
description of a specific lot or tract which is situated in the:

(1) township he serves, in a county containing a consolidated

city; or

(2) the county, in a county not containing a consolidated city;
the assessor may demand in writing that the owner or occupant of the
lot or tract deliver al the title papersin his possession to the assessor
for hisexamination. If the person failsto deliver the title papersto the
assessor at his office within five (5) days after the demand is mailed,
the assessor shall prepare the real property list according to the best
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information he can obtain. For that purpose, the assessor may examine,
under oath, any person whom he believes has any knowledge relevant
to the issue.

SECTION 27. IC 6-1.1-5-11 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1,2003]: Sec. 11. (a) In order to
determine the quantity of land contained within a tract, an assessor
shall follow the rules contained in this section.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, the assessor
shall recognize the quantity of land stated in a deed or patent if the
owner or person in whose name the property islisted holdsthe land by
virtue of:

(1) adeed from another party or from this state; or
(2) a patent from the United States.

(c) If land described in subsection (b) of this section has been
surveyed subsequent to the survey made by the United Statesand if the
township assessor i s satisfied that thetract containsadifferent quantity
of land than is stated in the patent or deed, the assessor shall recognize
the quantity of land stated in the subsequent survey.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, atewnship
an assessor shall demand in writing that the owner of atract, or person
in whose name the land is listed, have the tract surveyed and that he
return asworn certificate from the surveyor stating the quantity of land
contained in the tract if:

(1) the land was within the French or Clark's grant; and
(2) the party holds the land under original entry or survey.

If the party failsto return the certificate within thirty (30) days after
the demand is mailed the assessor shall have a surveyor survey the
land. The expenses of a survey made under this subsection shall be
paid for from the county treasury. However, the county auditor shall
charge the survey expenses against the land, and the expenses shall be
collected with the taxes payabl e in the succeeding year.

(e) A tewnship An assessor shall not demand a survey of land
described in subsection (d) of this section if:

(2) the owner or holder of theland has previously had it surveyed
and presents to the assessor a survey certificate which states the
quantity of land; or

(2) the assessor is satisfied from other competent evidence, given
under oath or affirmation, that the quantity of land stated in the
original survey is correct.

SECTION 28. IC 6-1.1-5-14 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 14. (a) Not later
than May 15, each assessing offietat township assessor in a county
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containing a consolidated city shall prepare and deliver to the county
assessor a detailed list of the real property listed for taxation in the
township.

(b) On or before July 1 of each year, each county assessor in a
county not containing a consolidated city shall, under oath, prepare
and deliver to the county auditor a detailed list of the real property
listed for taxation in the county. In a county with an elected township
assessor dhder € 36-6-5-1 th every township containing a
consolidated city, thetownship assessor shall preparethereal property
list and deliver the list to the county auditor. The assessthg offictats
and the eounty assessor shall prepare thelist in the form prescribed by
the state board of tax commissioners. In a county containing a
consolidated city, the township assessor shall ensure that the county
assessor has full access to the assessment records maintained by the
township assessor.

SECTION 29. IC 6-1.1-55-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 3. (a) Before
filing a conveyance document with the county auditor under
IC 6-1.1-5-4, al the parties to the conveyance must complete and sign
a sales disclosure form as prescribed by the state board of tax
commissionersunder section 5 of thischapter. All the partiesmay sign
one (1) form, or if all the parties do not agree on the information to be
included on the completed form, each party may sign and file a
separate form.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), the auditor shall forward
each sales disclosure form to the county assessor. The county assessor
shall forward the sales disclosure form to the state board of tax
commissioners. and to the appropriate township assessor: The county
assessor shall retain a copy of the sales disclosure form for the
purposesestablishedin |C 6-1.1-4-13.6. and shatt forward acopy to the
township assessors A the county:

(c) In a county containing a consolidated city, the auditor shall
forward the sales disclosure formto the appropriate township assessor.
The township assessor shall forward the sales disclosure form to the
state board of tax commissioners. The township assessor may retain a
copy of the sales disclosure form for the purposes established in
IC 6-1.1-4-13.6.

SECTION 30. IC 6-1.1-7-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1,2003]: Sec. 5. A mobilehome
which is subject to taxation under this chapter shall be assessed by:

(1) the assessor of the township within which the place of
assessment is located, in a county containing a consolidated
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city; or

(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a

consolidated city.
Each township assessor of a eetnty shall certify the assessments of
mobile homes to the county auditor in the same manner provided for
the certification of personal property assessments. The tewnship
assessor shall make this certification on the forms prescribed by the
state board of tax commissioners.

SECTION 31. IC 6-1.1-8-24 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 24. (a) Each year
atownship assessor in a county containing a consolidated city shall
assess the fixed property which as of the assessment date of that year
is:

(1) owned or used by a public utility company; and
(2) located in the township ke the assessor serves.

(b) Each county assessor in a county not containing a
consolidated city shall assess the fixed property, which as of the
assessment date of that year, is:

(1) owned or used by a public utility company; and
(2) located in the county.

B) (c) The tewnship assessor specified in this section shall
determinetheassessed valueof fixed property. In a county containing
a consolidated city, the township assessor shall certify the assessed
values to the county assessor on or before April 1 of the year of
assessment. However; ih a eodnty with an etected township assessor
tnRder € 36-6-5-1 tn every township the township assessor shalt certify
the tist to the state board of tax commmissoners: The county assessor
shall review the assessed values and shall certify the assessed values
to the state board of tax commissioners on or before April 10 of the
year of assessment.

SECTION 32. IC 6-1.1-8-39 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 39. The annua
assessments of a public utility company's property are presumed to
include all the company's property which is subject to taxation under
this chapter. However, this presumption does not preclude the
subsequent assessment of a specific item of tangible property whichis
clearly shown to have been omitted from the assessmentsfor that year.
In a county containing a consolidated city, the appropriate township
assessor shall make assessments of omitted fixed property. In a county
not containing a consolidated city, the county assessor shall make
assessments of omitted fixed property. The state board of tax
commissioners shall make assessments of omitted distributable
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property. However, the board may not assess omitted distributable
property after the expiration of ten (10) years from the last day of the
year in which the assessment should have been made.

SECTION 33. IC 6-1.1-9-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 1. If:

(1) atownship assessor, in a county containing a consolidated

city;

(2) a county assessor; or

(3) a county property tax assessment board of appedls;
believes that any taxable tangible property has been omitted from or
undervalued on the assessment rolls or thetax duplicatefor any year or
years, the offierat assessor or board shall give written notice under
IC 6-1.1-3-20 or IC 6-1.1-4-22 of the assessment or increase in
assessment. The notice shall contain a general description of the
property and astatement describing thetaxpayer'sright tofileapetition
for review with the county property tax assessment board of appeals
under IC 6-1.1-15-1.

SECTION 34. IC 6-1.1-10-10 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 10. (a) If the
owner of an industrial waste control facility located in a county
containing a consolidated city whe wishes to obtain the exemption
provided in section 9 of thischapter, the owner shall filean exemption
claimwith the assessor of thetownship inwhich the property islocated
when ke the owner files his the owner's annual personal property
return. If the industrial waste control facility is located in a county
not containing a consolidated city, the owner shall file an
exemption claim with the county assessor when the owner files an
annual personal property return. The claim shall describe and state
the assessed val ue of the property for which an exemption is claimed.

(b) The owner shall, by registered or certified mail, forward a copy
of the exemption clam to the department of environmental
management. The department shall acknowledge its receipt of the
claim.

(c) The department of environmental management may investigate
any claim. The department may also determine if the property for
which the exemptionisclaimed isbeing utilized asan industrial waste
control facility. Within one hundred twenty (120) daysafter aclaimis
mailed to the department, the department may certify its written
determination to the tewrrship assessor with whom the claim wasfiled.

(d) The determination of the department remains in effect:

(1) aslong as the owner owns the property and uses the property
as an industrial waste control facility; or
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(2) for five (5) years,
whichever is less. In addition, during the five (5) years after the
department's determination the owner of the property must notify the
township assessor with whom the claim was filed and the department
in writing if any of the property on which the department's
determination was based is disposed of or removed from service asan
industrial waste control facility.

(e) The department may revoke a determination if the department
findsthat the property is not predominantly used as an industrial waste
control facility.

(f) The township assessor, in a county containing a consolidated
city, or the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city, in accord with the determination of the department,
shall alow or deny inwholeor in part each exemption claim. However,
if the owner provides the assessor with proof that a copy of the claim
has been mailed to the department, and if the department has not
certified a determination to the assessor within one hundred twenty
(120) days after the claim has been mailed to the department, the
assessor shall alow the total exemption claimed by the owner.

(g) The assessor shall reduce the assessed value of the owner's
personal property for theyear for which an exemptionisclaimed by the
amount of exemption allowed.

SECTION 35. IC 6-1.1-10-13 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 13. (a) If the
owner of personal property which is part of a stationary or unlicensed
mobile air pollution control system whe located in a county
containing a consolidated city wishes to obtain the exemption
provided in section 12 of this chapter, the owner shall claim the
exemption on kis the owner's annual personal property return whieh
ke that the owner fileswith the assessor of the township in which the
property is located. In a county not containing a consolidated city,
the owner shall claim the exemption on the annual personal
property return that the owner files with the county assessor. On
thereturn, the owner shall describe and state the assessed val ue of the
property for which the exemption is claimed.

(b) The township assessor, in a county containing a consolidated
city, or the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city, shall review theexemption claim, andkeshall allow
or deny itinwholeor in part. In making hts the decision, the tewnship
assessor shall consider the requirements stated in section 12 of this
chapter.

(c) The tewnship assessor shall reduce the assessed value of the
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owner's personal property for the year for which the exemption is
claimed by the amount of exemption allowed.

SECTION 36. IC 6-1.1-10-14 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 14. The action
taken by a tewnship an assessor on an exemption claim filed under
section 10 or section 13 of this chapter shall be treated as an
assessment of personal property. Thus, the assessor's action is subject
to al the provisions of this article pertaining to notice, review, or
appeal of personal property assessments.

SECTION 37. IC 6-1.1-12-0.4 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 0.4. As used in this chapter,
""assessor'' means the following:

(1) In a county containing a consolidated city, a township
assessor.
(2) In a county not containing a consolidated city, the county
assessor.

SECTION 38. IC 6-1.1-12-20 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 20. (a) A property
owner who desires to obtain the deduction provided by section 18 of
this chapter must file a certified deduction application, on forms
prescribed by the state board of tax commissioners, with the auditor of
the county in which the rehabilitated property is located. The
application may be filed in person or by mail. If mailed, the mailing
must be postmarked on or before the last day for filing. Except as
provided in subsection (b) of thissection, the application must befiled
before May 10 of the year in which the addition to assessed value is
made.

(b) If notice of the addition to assessed value for any year is not
giventothe property owner before April 10 of that year, the application
required by thissection may befiled not later than thirty (30) daysafter
the date such a notice is mailed to the property owner at the address
shown on the records of the tewnship assessor.

(c) The application required by this section shall contain the
following information:;

(1) adescription of the property for which adeductionisclaimed
in sufficient detail to afford identification;

(2) statements of the ownership of the property;

(3) the assessed val ue of theimprovementson the property before
rehabilitation;

(4) the number of dwelling units on the property;

(5) the number of dwelling units rehabilitated;
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(6) the increase in assessed value resulting from the
rehabilitation; and
(7) the amount of deduction claimed.

(d) A deduction application filed under thissectionisapplicablefor
the year in which the increase in assessed value occurs and for the
immediately followingfour (4) yearswithout any additional application
being filed.

(e) On verification of an application by:

(1) the assessor of the township in which the property islocated,
in a county containing a consolidated city; or
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city;

the county auditor shall make the deduction.

SECTION 39. IC 6-1.1-12-24 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1,2003]: Sec. 24. (a) A property
owner who desires to obtain the deduction provided by section 22 of
this chapter must file a certified deduction application, on forms
prescribed by the state board of tax commissioners, with the auditor of
the county in which the property is located. The application may be
filed in person or by mail. If mailed, the mailing must be postmarked
on or beforethelast day for filing. Except as provided in subsection (b)
of this section, the application must be filed before May 10 of the year
in which the addition to assessed valuation is made.

(b) If notice of the addition to assessed valuation for any year isnot
giventothe property owner before April 10 of that year, the application
required by thissection may befiled not later than thirty (30) days after
the date such a notice is mailed to the property owner at the address
shown on the records of the township assessor.

(c) The application required by this section shall contain the
following information:

(1) the name of the property owner;

(2) adescription of the property for which adeductionisclaimed
in sufficient detail to afford identification;

(3) the assessed val ue of theimprovements on the property before
rehabilitation;

(4) the increase in the assessed value of improvements resulting
from the rehabilitation; and

(5) the amount of deduction claimed.

(d) A deduction application filed under thissectionisapplicablefor
the year in which the addition to assessed value is made and in the
immediate following four (4) years without any additional application
being filed.
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(e) On verification of the correctness of an application by:

(1) the assessor of the township in which the property islocated,
in a county containing a consolidated city; or
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city;

the county auditor shall make the deduction.

SECTION 40. IC 6-1.1-12-28.5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 28.5. (a) For
purposes of this section:

"Hazardous waste" has the meaning set forth in IC 13-11-2-99(a)
and includes a waste determined to be a hazardous waste under
IC 13-22-2-3(b).

"Resource recovery system” means tangible property directly used
to dispose of solid waste or hazardous waste by converting it into
energy or other useful products.

"Solid waste" has the meaning set forth in 1C 13-11-2-205(a) but
does not include dead animal s or any animal solid or semisolid wastes.

(b) Except as provided in this section, the owner of a resource
recovery system is entitled to an annual deduction in an amount equal
to ninety-five percent (95%) of the assessed value of the system if:

(2) the system was certified by the department of environmental
management for the 1993 assessment year or a prior assessment
year; and
(2) the owner filed atimely application for the deduction for the
1993 assessment year.
For purposes of this section, a system includes tangible property that
replaced tangible property in the system after the certification by the
department of environmental management.

(c) The owner of aresource recovery system that isdirectly used to
dispose of hazardouswasteis not entitled to the deduction provided by
this section for a particular assessment year if during that assessment
year the owner:

(2) is convicted of any violation under |C 13-7-13-3 (repeal ed),
IC 13-7-13-4 (repealed), or IC 13-30-6; or

(2) is subject to an order or a consent decree with respect to
property located in Indiana based upon aviolation of afederal or
staterule, regulation, or statute governing the treatment, storage,
or disposal of hazardous wastes that had a major or moderate
potentia for harm.

(d) The certification of a resource recovery system by the
department of environmental management for the 1993 assessment
year or aprior assessment year is valid through the 1997 assessment
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year so long as the property is used as a resource recovery system. If
the property is no longer used for the purpose for which the property
was used when the property was certified, the owner of the property
shall notify the county auditor. However, the deduction from the
assessed value of the systemis:

(1) ninety-five percent (95%) for the 1994 assessment year;

(2) ninety percent (90%) for the 1995 assessment year;

(3) seventy-five percent (75%) for the 1996 assessment year; and

(4) sixty percent (60%) for the 1997 assessment year.
Notwithstanding this section as it existed before 1995, for the 1994
assessment year, the portion of any tangible property comprising a
resource recovery system that was assessed and first deducted for the
1994 assessment year may not be deducted for property taxesfirst due
and payable in 1995 or later.

(e) In order to qualify for adeduction under this section, the person
who desires to claim the deduction must file an application with the
county auditor after February 28 and before May 16 of the current
assessment year unlessthe person has been granted an extension under
IC 6-1.1-3-7. If the person has been granted an extension, the person
must file the application after February 28 and before June 15 of the
current assessment year. An application must befiled in each year for
which the person desiresto obtain the deduction. The application may
befiledin personor by mail. If mailed, the mailing must be postmarked
on or before thelast day for filing. If the application is not filed before
the applicable deadline under this subsection, the deductioniswaived.
The application must be filed on aform prescribed by the state board
of tax commissioners. The application for aresource recovery system
deduction must include:

(1) a certification by the department of environmental
management for the 1993 assessment year or a prior assessment
year as described in subsection (d); or
(2) the certification by the department of environmental
management for the 1993 assessment year as described in
subsection (g).
Beginning with the 1995 assessment year a person must also file an
itemized list of all property on which adeduction is claimed. The list
must include the date of purchase of the property and the cost to
acquire the property.

(fy Before July 1, 1995, the department of environmental
management shall transfer all the applications, records, or other
materia the department has with respect to resource recovery system
deductions under this section for the 1993 and 1994 assessment years.
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The township assessor shall verify each deduction application filed
under thissection and the county auditor shall determinethededuction.
The county auditor shall send to the state board of tax commissioners
acopy of each deduction application. The county auditor shall notify
the county property tax assessment board of appeals of all deductions
allowed under this section. A denial of adeduction claimed under this
subsection may be appealed as provided in IC 6-1.1-15. The appeal is
limited to areview of a determination made by the township assessor
or the county auditor.
(g9) Notwithstanding subsection (d), the certification for the 1993
assessment year of a resource recovery system in regard to which a
political subdivision is liable for the payment of the property taxes
remainsvalid at the ninety-five percent (95%) deduction level allowed
before 1994 as long as the political subdivision remains liable for the
payment of the property taxes on the system.
SECTION 41. IC 6-1.1-12-35 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 35. (a) Except as
providedin section 36 of thischapter, apersonwho desiresto claimthe
deduction provided by section 31, 33, or 34 of this chapter must filea
certified statement in duplicate, on forms prescribed by the state board
of tax commissioners, and proof of certification under subsection (b)
with the auditor of the county in which the property for which the
deduction is claimed is subject to assessment. Except as provided in
subsection (€), with respect to property that is not assessed under
IC 6-1.1-7, the person must file the statement between March 1 and
May 10, inclusive, of the assessment year. The person must file the
statement in each year for which he desires to obtain the deduction.
With respect to a property which is assessed under IC 6-1.1-7, the
person must file the statement between January 15 and March 31,
inclusive, of each year for which he desires to obtain the deduction.
The statement may befiled in person or by mail. If mailed, the mailing
must be postmarked on or beforethelast day for filing. On verification
of the statement by:
(1) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city; or
(2) the assessor of the township in which the property for which
the deduction is claimed is subject to assessment, in a county
containing a consolidated city;

the county auditor shall alow the deduction.

(b) Thedepartment of environmental management, upon application
by a property owner, shall determine whether a system or device
qualifies for a deduction provided by section 31, 33, or 34 of this
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chapter. If the department determines that a system or device quaifies
for adeduction, it shall certify the system or device and provide proof
of the certification to the property owner. The department shall
prescribe the form and manner of the certification process required by
this subsection.

(c) If the department of environmental management receives an
application for certification before April 10 of the assessment year, the
department shall determine whether the system or device qualifiesfor
a deduction before May 10 of the assessment year. If the department
fails to make a determination under this subsection before May 10 of
the assessment year, the system or deviceis considered certified.

(d) A denial of a deduction claimed under section 31, 33, or 34 of
this chapter may be appealed asprovidedin IC 6-1.1-15. The appeal is
limited to areview of adetermination made by the tewnship assessor,
county property tax assessment board of appeals, or state board of tax
commissioners.

(e) A person who timely files a personal property return under
IC 6-1.1-3-7(a) for an assessment year and who desires to claim the
deduction provided in section 31 of this chapter for property that isnot
assessed under 1C 6-1.1-7 must file the statement described in
subsection (@) between March 1 and May 15, inclusive, of that year. A
person who obtains a filing extension under 1C 6-1.1-3-7(b) for an
assessment year must file the application between March 1 and June
14, inclusive, of that year.

SECTION 42. IC 6-1.1-12.1-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 5. (a) A property
owner who desiresto obtain the deduction provided by section 3 of this
chapter must fileacertified deduction application, on formsprescribed
by the state board of tax commissioners, with the auditor of the county
in which the property is located. Except as otherwise provided in
subsection (b) or (€), the deduction application must be filed before
May 10 of the year in which the addition to assessed valuationismade.

(b) If notice of the addition to assessed val uation or new assessment
for any year is not given to the property owner before April 10 of that
year, thededuction application required by this section may befiled not
later than thirty (30) days after the date such anotice is mailed to the
property owner at the address shown on the records of:

(1) thetownship assessor, in a county containing a consolidated
city; or

(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city.

(c) The deduction application required by this section must contain
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the following information:
(1) The name of the property owner.
(2) A description of the property for which adeductionisclaimed
in sufficient detail to afford identification.
(3) Theassessed va ue of theimprovements before rehabilitation.
(4) Theincreasein the assessed value of improvements resulting
from the rehabilitation.
(5) The assessed value of the new structure in the case of
redevel opment.
(6) The amount of the deduction claimed for the first year of the
deduction.
(7) If the deduction application is for a deduction in a
residentially distressed area, the assessed value of the
improvement or new structurefor whichthedeductionisclaimed.

(d) A deduction application filed under subsection (a) or (b) is
applicable for the year in which the addition to assessed value or
assessment of anew structureis made and in theimmediate following
two (2), four (4), five (5), or nine (9) years, whichever is applicable,
without any additional deduction application being filed. However,
property owners who had an area designated an urban development
area pursuant to adeduction applicationfiled prior to January 1, 1979,
are only entitled to a deduction for afive (5) year period. In addition,
property owners who are entitled to a deduction under this chapter
pursuant to adeduction application filed after December 31, 1978, and
before January 1, 1986, are entitled to a deduction for aten (10) year
period.

(e) A property owner who desires to obtain the deduction provided
by section 3 of this chapter but who has failed to file a deduction
application within the dates prescribed in subsection (a) or (b) may file
adeduction application between March 1 and May 10 of a subsequent
year which shall be applicable for the year filed and the subsequent
years without any additional deduction application being filed for the
amounts of the deduction which would be applicable to such years
pursuant to section 4 of this chapter if such adeduction application had
been filed in accordance with subsection (a) or (b).

(f) On verification of the correctness of a deduction application by
the assessor of the township in which the property is located, in a
county containing a consolidated city, or the county assessor, in a
county not containing a consolidated city, the county auditor shall act
asfollows:

(1) If adetermination about whether the deductionisthree(3), six
(6), or ten (10) years has been made in the resolution adopted
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under section 2.5 of this chapter, the county auditor shall make
the appropriate deduction.

(2) If adetermination about whether the deductionisthree(3), six
(6), or ten (10) years has not been madein the resol ution adopted
under section 2.5 of this chapter, the county auditor shall send a
copy of the deduction application to the designating body. Upon
receipt of the resolution stating whether the deduction will be
allowed for three (3), six (6), or ten (10) years, the county auditor
shall make the appropriate deduction.

(3) If the deduction application is for rehabilitation or
redevelopment in a residentially distressed area, the county
auditor shall make the appropriate deduction.

(g) The amount and period of the deduction provided for property
by section 3 of this chapter are not affected by a change in the
ownership of the property if the new owner of the property:

(1) continues to use the property in compliance with any
standards established under section 2(g) of this chapter; and
(2) files an application in the manner provided by subsection ().

(h) Thetownship assessor, in a county containing a consolidated
city, or the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city, shall include a notice of the deadlines for filing a
deduction application under subsections (@) and (b) with each noticeto
a property owner of an addition to assessed value or of a new
assessment.

SECTION 43. IC 6-1.1-14-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 2. Each county
assessor shall transmit to the state board of tax commissioners each
business personal property return whieh the townshtp assessor s
regited to detiver to the eounty assessor tnder 1€ 1974, 6-1-1-3-18(hy
and any supporting data supplied by the taxpayer with the return. The
return and supporting data shall be transmitted to the board on or
before the time prescribed by the board.

SECTION 44. IC 6-1.1-14-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 7. The eotnty
assessor; a tewnship assessor; of ten {(16) or more taxpayers who are
affected by an equatization order rssued tneer seetion 5 of this ehapter
following persons may file apetition for review of the order with the
county assessor of the county to which the equalization order isissued:

(1) The county assessor.

(2) The township assessor, in a county containing a
consolidated city.

(3) Ten (10) or more taxpayers that are affected by an
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equalization order issued under section 5 of this chapter.
The petition must befiled within ten (10) days after notice of the order
isgiven under section 9 of this chapter. The petition shall set forth, in
theform and detail prescribed by the state board of tax commissioners,
the objections to the equalization order.

SECTION 45. IC 6-1.1-15-0.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 0.5. As used in this chapter,
""assessor'' means the following:

(1) In a county containing a consolidated city, a township
assessor.
(2) In a county not containing a consolidated city, the county
assessor.

SECTION 46. IC 6-1.1-15-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 1. (a) A taxpayer
may obtain a review by the county property tax assessment board of
appeals of a county or township official's action with respect to the
assessment of the taxpayer's tangible property if the official’s action
requires the giving of notice to the taxpayer. At the time that noticeis
given to the taxpayer, he shall also be informed in writing of:

(2) his opportunity for review under this section; and
(2) the procedures he must follow in order to obtain review under
this section.

(b) In order to appeal acurrent assessment and have achangeinthe
assessment effective for the most recent assessment date, the taxpayer
must file a petition with the assessor of the county in which the action
is taken:

(1) within forty-five (45) days after notice of a change in the
assessment is given to the taxpayer; or
(2) by May 10 of that year;
whichever islater. The county assessor shall notify the county auditor
that the assessment is under appeal.

(c) A change in an assessment made as aresult of an appeal filed:
(2) in the same year that notice of a change in the assessment is
given to the taxpayer; and
(2) after the time prescribed in subsection (b);

becomes effective for the next assessment date.

(d) A taxpayer may appeal acurrent real estate assessment in ayear
evenif thetaxpayer hasnot received anotice of assessment intheyear.
If an appeal isfiled on or before May 10 of ayear in which thetaxpayer
has not received notice of assessment, a change in the assessment
resulting from the appea is effective for the most recent assessment
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date. If the appeal isfiled after May 10, the change becomes effective
for the next assessment date.

(e) The state board of tax commissioners shall prescribetheform of
the petition for review of an assessment determination by a tewnship
an assessor. The board shall issue instructions for completion of the
form. The form and the instructions must be clear, simple, and
understandable to the average individual. An appea of such a
determination must be made on the form prescribed by the board. The
form must require the petitioner to specify the following:

(1) The physical characteristics of the property in issue that bear
on the assessment determination.

(2) All other facts relevant to the assessment determination.

(3) The reasons why the petitioner believes that the assessment
determination by the township assessor is erroneous.

(f) The state board of tax commissioners shall prescribe aform for
a response by the tewnship assessor to the petition for review of an
assessment determination. The board shall issue instructions for
completion of the form. The form must require the township assessor
to indicate:

(1) agreement or disagreement with each item indicated on the
petition under subsection (€); and

(2) the reasons why the assessor believes that the assessment
determination is correct.

(g9) Immediately upon receipt of atimely filed petition on the form
prescribed under subsection (€), the county assessor of a county
containing a consolidated city shall forward a copy of the petition to
the township assessor who made the challenged assessment. The
township assessor, in a county containing a consolidated city, or the
county assessor, in a county not containing a consolidated city,
shall, within thirty (30) days after the receipt of the petition, attempt to
hold apreliminary conference with the petitioner and resolve as many
issues as possible. Within ten (10) days after the conference:

(1) thetownship assessor, in a county containing a consolidated
city, shall forward to the county auditor and the county assessor;
and
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city, shall forward to the county auditor;
a completed response to the petition on the form prescribed under
subsection (f). The county assessor shall immediately forward a copy
of the response form to the petitioner and the county property tax
assessment board of appeals. If the county auditor determines that the
appealed items on which there is disagreement constitute at least one
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percent (1%) of the total gross certified assessed value of the
immediately preceding year for any particular unit, the county auditor
shall immediately notify the fiscal officer of the unit. If after the
conference there are items listed in the petition on which there is
disagreement, the property tax assessment board of appeals shall hold
a hearing within ninety (90) days of the filing of the petition on those
itemsof disagreement. Thetaxpayer may present thetaxpayer'sreasons
for disagreement with the assessment. Thetewnship assessor or cotnty
assessor for the eotnrty must present the basis for the assessment
decision on these items to the board of appeals at the hearing and the
reasons the petitioner's appea should be denied on those items. The
board of appeals shall have awritten record of the hearing and prepare
awritten statement of findingsand adecision on eachitem within sixty
(60) days of the hearing. If the tewnship assessor does not attempt to
hold apreliminary conference, the board shall accept the appeal of the
petitioner at the hearing.

SECTION 47. IC 6-1.1-15-2.1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 2.1. (a8 The
county property tax assessment board of appeals may assess the
tangible property in question.

(b) The county property tax assessment board of appeals shall, by
mail, give notice of the datefixed for the hearing under section 1 of this
chapter to the petitioner, and to the tewiship assessor.

(c) If apetition for review does not comply with the state board of
tax commissioners' instructions for completing the form prescribed
under section 1(€) of this chapter, the county assessor shall return the
petition to the petitioner and include a notice describing the defect in
the petition. The petitioner then has thirty (30) days from the date on
the notice to cure the defect and file a corrected petition or statement
with the county assessor that the petitioner believes the petition is not
defective. If a statement is filed or the county assessor believes a
corrected petitionisnot in compliance with section 1(€) of thischapter,
the county assessor shall forward the statement or corrected petitionto
the county property tax assessment board of appeals. Within ten (10)
days after receiving the statement or petition, the county property tax
assessment board of appeal sshall determineif theoriginal or corrected
petition isstill not in compliance. The county property tax assessment
board of appeals shall deny an original or a corrected petition for
review if it does not substantially comply with the state board of tax
commissioners instructions for completing the form prescribed under
section 1(e) of this chapter.

(d) The state board of tax commissioners shall prescribe aform for
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use by the county property tax assessment board of appeals in
processing petitionsfor review of assessment determinations. Thestate
board shall issue instructions for completion of the form. The form
must require the county property tax assessment board of appeals to
include a record of the hearing, findings on each item, and indicate
agreement or disagreement with each item that is:
(2) indicated on the petition submitted under section 1(€) of this
chapter; and
(2) included in the tewnship assessor's response under section
1(g) of this chapter.
The form must also require the county property tax assessment board
of appealstoindicatetheissuesin disputefor each item anditsreasons
in support of its resolution of those issues.

(e) After the hearing the county property tax assessment board of
appealsshall, by mail, give notice of its determination to the petitioner,
the township assessor; and the county assessor, and also, in a county
containing a consolidated city, the township assessor, and shall
includewith the notice copies of theforms compl eted under subsection
(d).

SECTION 48. IC 6-1.1-15-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 3. (a) A taxpayer
may obtain a review by the state board of tax commissioners of a
county property tax assessment board of appeals action with respect to
the assessment of that taxpayer's tangible property if the county
property tax assessment board of appeals' action requires the giving of
notice to the taxpayer. At the time that noticeis given to the taxpayer,
he shall also be informed in writing of:

(1) his opportunity for review under this section; and
(2) the procedures he must follow in order to obtain review under
this section.

(b) A township An assessor or amember of a county property tax
assessment board of appeals may obtain areview by the state board of
tax commissioners of any assessment which he has made, upon which
he has passed, or which has been made over his protest.

(c) In order to obtain a review by the state board of tax
commissioners under this section, the party must file a petition for
review with the appropriate county assessor within thirty (30) days
after the notice of the county property tax assessment board of appeals
action is given to the taxpayer.

(d) Thestate board of tax commissionersshall prescribetheform of
the petition for review of an assessment determination by the county
property tax assessment board of appeals. The state board shall issue
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instructions for completion of the form. The form and the instructions
must beclear, simple, and understandabletotheaverageindividual. An
appeal of such adetermination must be made on the form prescribed
by the state board. The form must require the petitioner to specify the
following:
(1) Theitemslisted in section 1(e)(1) and 1(e)(2) of this chapter.
(2) The reasons why the petitioner believes that the assessment
determination by the county property tax assessment board of
appealsis erroneous.

(e) The county assessor shall transmit the petition for review to the
division of appeals of the state board of tax commissioners within ten
(10) days after it isfiled.

(f) If atewnship an assessor or amember of the county property tax
assessment board of appeals files a petition for review under this
section concerning the assessment of ataxpayer's property, the county
assessor must send a copy of the petition to the taxpayer.

SECTION 49. IC 6-1.1-15-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 4. (a) After
receiving a petition for review which is filed under section 3 of this
chapter, the division of appeal s of the state board of tax commissioners
shall conduct a hearing at its earliest opportunity. In addition, the
division of appeals of the state board may assess the property in
question, correcting any errors which may have been made. The
division of appeal s of the state board shall give notice of the date fixed
for the hearing, by mail, to the taxpayer and to the appropriate tewiship
assessor estnty assessor; and county auditor. The division of appeals
of the state board shall give these notices at |east ten (10) days before
the day fixed for the hearing.

(b) If apetition for review does not comply with the state board of
tax commissioners' instructions for completing the form prescribed
under section 3 of this chapter, the division of appeals of the state
board of tax commissioners shall return the petition to the petitioner
and includeanotice describing thedefect inthe petition. The petitioner
then has thirty (30) days from the date on the notice to cure the defect
and file acorrected petition. The division of appeals of the state board
of tax commissioners shall deny a corrected petition for review if it
does not substantially comply with the state board of tax
commissioners instructions for completing the form prescribed under
section 3 of this chapter.

(c) The state board of tax commissioners shall prescribe aform for
usein processing petitionsfor review of actions by the county property
tax assessment board of appeals. The state board shall issue
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instructions for completion of the form. The form must require the
division of appeas of the state board, to indicate agreement or
disagreement with each item that is:
(1) indicated on the petition submitted under section 1(e) of this
chapter;
(2) included in the tewnship assessor's response under section
1(g) of this chapter; and
(3) included in the county property tax assessment board of
appedls findings, record, and determination under section 2.1(d)
of this chapter.
Theform must also requirethe division of appeal s of the state board to
indicatetheissuesin dispute and itsreasonsin support of itsresolution
of those issues.

(d) After the hearing the division of appeals of the state board shall
givethe petitioner, the tewnship assessor, the eotnty assessor; and the
county auditor:

(1) notice, by mail, of its final determination;

(2) acopy of the form completed under subsection (c); and

(3) notice of the procedures they must follow in order to obtain
court review under section 5 of this chapter.

(e) Thedivision of appeals of the state board of tax commissioners
shall conduct a hearing within six (6) months after a petition in proper
form is filed with the division, excluding any time due to a delay
reasonably caused by the petitioner. Thedivision of appealsshall make
adetermination within thelater of forty-five (45) daysafter the hearing
or the date set in an extension order issued by the chairman of the state
board of tax commissioners. However, the state board of tax
commissioners may not extend the final determination date by more
than one hundred eighty (180) days. Except as provided in subsection
tg: ():

(2) thefailure of the division of appealsto make a determination
within the time allowed by this subsection shall be treated as a
final determination of the state board of tax commissioners to
deny the petition; and

(2) a final decision of the division of appeals is a fina
determination of the state board of tax commissioners.

fg) (f) A final determination of the division of appealsisnot afinal
determination of the state board of tax commissionersif the state board
of tax commissioners:

(1) gives notice to the parties that the state board of tax
commissioners will review the determination of the division of
appealswithinfifteen (15) daysafter thedivision of appealsgives
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notice of the determination to the parties or the maximum
allowable time for the issuance of a determination under
subsection () expires; or
(2) determinesto rehear the determination under section 5 of this
chapter.
The state board of tax commissioners shall conduct a review under
subdivision (1) in the same manner as a rehearing under section 5 of
this chapter.

SECTION 50. IC 6-1.1-15-12 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 12. (a) Subject to
the limitations contained in subsections (c) and (d), a county auditor
shall correct errors which are discovered in the tax duplicate for any
one (1) or more of the following reasons:

(1) The description of the real property wasin error.

(2) The assessment was against the wrong person.

(3) Taxes on the same property were charged more than one (1)
timein the same year.

(4) There was a mathematical error in computing the taxes or
penalties on the taxes.

(5) There was an error in carrying delingquent taxes forward from
one (1) tax duplicate to another.

(6) The taxes, as a matter of law, wereillegal.

(7) There was amathematical error in computing an assessment.
(8) Through an error of omission by any state or county officer the
taxpayer was not given credit for an exemption or deduction
permitted by law.

(b) The county auditor shall correct an error described under
subsection (a)(1), (a)(2), (A)(3), (a)(4), or (a)(5) when hefindsthat the
error exists.

(c) If thetax is based on an assessment made or determined by the
state board of tax commissioners, the county auditor shall not correct
an error described under subsection (a)(6), (a)(7), or (a)(8) until after
the correction is either approved by the state board or ordered by the
tax court.

(d) If the tax is not based on an assessment made or determined by
the state board of tax commissioners, the county auditor shall correct
an error described under subsection (a)(6), (a)(7), or (a)(8) only if the
correctionisfirst approved by at teast two (2) of the foHowing offictats:

1) Fhe tovrnship assessor:
£2) the county auditor and

£3) the eetnty assessor.
If twro (2 of these official sdo not approve such acorrection, the county
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auditor shall refer the matter to the county property tax assessment
board of appeal sfor determination. The county property tax assessment
board of appeals shall provide a copy of the determination to the
taxpayer and to the county auditor.

(e) A taxpayer may appea a determination of the county property
tax assessment board of appealsto the division of appeals of the state
board of tax commissioners for a final administrative determination.
An appeal under this section shall be conducted in the same manner as
appeals under sections 4 through 8 of this chapter. The state board of
tax commissioners shall send the final administrative determination to
the taxpayer, the county auditor, and the eotnty assessor. and the
township assessor.

(f) If acorrection or change is made in the tax duplicate after it is
delivered to the county treasurer, the county auditor shall transmit a
certificate of correction to the county treasurer. The county treasurer
shall keep the certificate asthe voucher for settlement with the county
auditor.

SECTION 51. IC 6-1.1-16-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 2. (a) If acounty
property tax assessment board of appeals fails to change an assessed
value claimed by a taxpayer on a personal property return and give
notice of the change within the time prescribed in section 1(a)(2) of
this chapter:

(1) the township assessor or the county assessor, in a county

containing a consolidated city; or

(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a

consolidated city;
may fileapetitionfor review of the assessment by the state board of tax
commissioners. Thetownship assessor of the ettty assessor must file
the petition for review inthe manner providedin IC 6-1.1-15-3(c). The
time period for filing the petition beginsto run on the last day that the
county board is permitted to act on the assessment under section
1(a)(2) of this chapter asthough the board acted and gave notice of its
action on that day.

(b) Notwithstanding section 1(a)(3) of this chapter, the state board
of tax commissionersshall reassesstangible property when an appeal ed
assessment of the property is remanded to the board under
IC 6-1.1-15-8.

SECTION 52. IC 6-1.1-24-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 2. (a) In addition
to the delinquency list required under section 1 of this chapter, each
county auditor shall prepare a notice. The notice shall contain the
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1 following:
2 (1) A list of tracts or real property eligible for sale under this
3 chapter.
4 (2) A statement that the tracts or real property included inthelist
5 will be sold at public auction to the highest bidder.
6 (3) A statement that the tracts or real property will not be sold for
7 an amount which isless than the sum of:
8 (A) the delinquent taxes and special assessments on each tract
9 or item of real property;
10 (B) the taxes and special assessments on each tract or item of
11 real property that are due and payable in the year of the sale,
12 whether or not they are delinquent;
13 (C) al penalties due on the delinquencies,
14 (D) an amount prescribed by the county auditor that equalsthe
15 sum of:
16 (i) twenty-five dollars ($25) for postage and publication
17 costs; and
18 (ii) any other actual costs incurred by the county that are
19 directly attributable to the tax sale; and
20 (E) any unpaid costs due under subsection (b) from aprior tax
21 sde.
22 (4) A statement that a person redeeming each tract or item of real
23 property after the sale must pay an interest charge of ten percent
24 (10%) per annum on the amount of taxes and special assessments
25 paid by the purchaser on the redeemed property after thetax sale.
26 (5) A statement for informational purposes only, of the location
27 of each tract or item of rea property by key number, if any, and
28 street address, if any, or a common description of the property
29 other than alegal description. The:
30 (A) township assessor, in a county containing a consolidated
31 city; or
32 (B) county assessor, in a county not containing a
33 consolidated city;
34 upon written request from the county auditor, shall provide the
35 information to be in the notice required by this subsection. A
36 misstatement in the key number or street address does not
37 invalidate an otherwise valid sale.
38 (6) A statement indicating:
39 (A) the name of the owner of each tract or item of real
40 property with asingle owner; or
41 (B) the name of at least one (1) of the owners of each tract or
42 item of real property with multiple owners.
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(7) A statement of the procedure to be followed for obtaining or
objecting to a judgment and order of sale, that must include the
following:
(A) A statement that the county auditor and county treasurer
will apply on or after adate designated in the noticefor acourt
judgment against thetractsor real property for an amount that
is not less than the amount set under subdivision (3), and for
an order to sell the tracts or real property at public auction to
the highest bidder.
(B) A statement that any defense to the application for
judgment must be filed with the court before the date
designated as the earliest date on which the application for
judgment may be filed.
(C) A statement that the court will set a date for a hearing at
least seven (7) days before the advertised date and that the
court will determine any defenses to the application for
judgment at the hearing.
(8) A statement that the sale will be conducted at a place
designated in the notice and that the sale will continue until al
tracts and real property have been offered for sale.
(9) A statement that the sale will take place at the times and dates
designated in the notice. Except as provided in section 5.5 of this
chapter, the sale must take place on or after August 1 and before
November 1 of each year.
(10) A statement that a person redeeming each tract or item after
the sale must pay the costs described in |C 6-1.1-25-2(d).
(11) If acounty auditor and county treasurer have entered into an
agreement under IC 6-1.1-25-4.7, a statement that the county
auditor will perform the duties of the notification and title search
under IC 6-1.1-25-4.5 and the notification and petition to the
court for the tax deed under 1C 6-1.1-25-4.6.

(b) If within sixty (60) daysbefore the date of thetax salethe county
incurscosts set under subsection (a)(3)(D) and those costsare not paid,
the county auditor shall enter the amount of costs that remain unpaid
upon thetax duplicate of the property for which the costswere set. The
county treasurer shall mail notice of unpaid costs entered upon a tax
duplicate under this subsection to the owner of the property identified
in the tax duplicate.

(c) The amount of unpaid costs entered upon atax duplicate under
subsection (b) must be paid no later than the date upon which the next
installment of real estate taxes for the property is due. Unpaid costs
entered upon atax duplicate under subsection (b) arealien against the
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property described in thetax duplicate, and amountsremaining unpaid
on the date the next installment of real estate taxes is due may be
collected in the same manner that delinquent property taxes are
collected.

SECTION 53. IC 6-1.1-31-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 5. (a) Therules
promulgated by the state board of tax commissioners are the basis for
determining the true tax value of tangible property.

(b) Local assessing officials, members of the county property tax
assessment board of appeals, and county assessors shall:

(1) comply with the rules, appraisal manuals, bulletins, and
directives adopted by the state board of tax commissioners;

(2) use the property tax forms, property tax returns, and notice
forms prescribed by the board; and

(3) collect and record the data required by the board.

(c) In assessing tangible property, the township assessors in a
county containing a consolidated city, members of the county
property tax assessment board of appeals, and county assessors may
consider factorsin addition to those prescribed by the state board of tax
commissionersif the use of the additional factorsisfirst approved by
the board. Each township assessor in a county containing a
consolidated city, each member of thecounty property tax assessment
board of appeals, and the county assessor shall indicate on hisrecords
for each individual assessment whether:

(1) only the factors contained in the board's rules, forms, and
returns have been considered; or

(2) factors in addition to those contained in the board's rules,
forms, and returns have been considered.

SECTION 54. IC 6-1.1-31.5-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 3. (a) After
December 31, 1998, each county shal maintain a state certified
computer system that has the capacity to:

(1) process and maintain assessment records;
(2) process and maintain standardized property tax forms;
(3) process and maintain standardized property assessment
notices;
(4) maintain complete and accurate assessment records for the
county; and
(5) process and compute complete and accurate assessments in
accordance with Indiana law.
Except in a county containing a consolidated city, the county
assessor with the recommendation of the township assessors shall
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select the computer system used by tewnship assessors and the county
assessor in the county. exeept 1 a eodnty with a township assessor
etected tinder € 36-6-5-1 in every township: In a county with an
containing a consolidated city, the county assessor shall select a
computer system based on amajority vote of the township assessorsin
the county.

(b) All information on the computer system shall be readily
accessible to:

(1) township assessors, in a county containing a consolidated
city;

(2) the county assessor;

(3) the board; and

(4) members of the county property tax assessment board of
appeals.

(c) The certified system used by the counties must be compatible
with the data export and transmission requirements in a standard
format prescribed by the board. The certified system must be
maintained in a manner that ensures prompt and accurate transfer of
data to the board.

(d) All standardized property forms and notices on the certified
computer system shall be maintained by the:

(1) township assessor and the county assessor, in a county
containing a consolidated city; or
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city;
in an accessible location and in aformat that is easily understandable
for use by persons of the county.

SECTION 55. IC 6-1.1-35.2-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1,2003]: Sec. 1. Thestateboard
of tax commissioners shall provide training to the members of the
county property tax assessment boards of appeals, and the county
assessors, and township and trustee assessorsin a county containing
a consolidated city (referred to in this chapter as assessing officials)
as provided in this chapter.

SECTION 56. IC 6-1.1-35.5-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 7. (a) The state
board of tax commissionersshall establish afair and reasonablefeefor
examination and certification under thischapter. However, thefeedoes
not apply to an etected assessing offictal; acounty assessor, amember
of, and hearing officersfor, acounty property tax assessment board of
appeals, a township assessor in a county containing a consolidated
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city, or an employee of an etected assessihg effictal; a county assessor,
©f a county property tax assessment board of appeals, or a township
assessor in a county containing a consolidated city whoistaking the
level one examination or the level two examination for the first time.

(b) The assessing official training account is established as an
account within the state general fund. All fees collected by the state
board of tax commissioners shall be deposited in the account. The
account shall be administered by the state board of tax commissioners
and does not revert to the state general fund at the end of afiscal year.
Thestate board of tax commissionersmay usemoney intheaccount for
testing and training of assessthg offterals; county assessors, members
of a county property tax assessment board of appeals, township
assessors in a county containing a consolidated city, and employees
of assessg offietals; county assessors, of the a county property tax
assessment board of appeals, or township assessors in a county
containing a consolidated city.

SECTION 57. IC 6-1.1-36-13 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 13. When a
political subdivision isformed, the auditor of the county in which the
political subdivision is situated shall, at the written request of the
legislative body of the political subdivision, prepare alist of al the
lands and lots within the limits of the political subdivision and the
county auditor shall deliver the list to:

(1) the appropriate township assessor, in a county containing a
consolidated city; or
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city;
on or before the assessment date which immediately follows the date
of incorporation. The county auditor shall use the records in the
auditor's office in order to compile the list.

SECTION 58. IC 6-1.1-37-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 7. (a) If aperson
fails to file a required persona property return on or before the due
date, the county auditor shall add apenalty of twenty-five dollars ($25)
to the person's next property tax installment. The county auditor shall
also add an additional penalty to the taxes payable by the person if he
failstofilethe personal property return within thirty (30) daysafter the
duedate. Theamount of the additional penalty istwenty percent (20%)
of the taxes finally determined to be due with respect to the personal
property which should have been reported on the return.

(b) For purposesof thissection, apersonal property returnisnot due
until the expiration of any extension period granted by the tewnship
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assessor under 1C 6-1.1-3-7(b).

(c) The penalties prescribed under this section do not apply to an
individual or his dependentsif he:

(1) isin the military or naval forces of the United States on the
assessment date; and

(2) is covered by the federal Soldiers and Sailors' Civil Relief
Act.

(d) If a person subject to IC 6-1.1-3-7(d) fails to include on a
personal property return theinformation, if any, that the state board of
tax commissioners requires under IC 6-1.1-3-9 or IC 6-1.1-5-13, the
county auditor shall add a penalty to the property tax installment next
due for the return. The amount of the penalty is twenty-five dollars
($25).

(e) If the total assessed value that a person reports on a personal
property return is less than the total assessed value that the person is
required by law to report and if the amount of the undervaluation
exceeds five percent (5%) of the value that should have been reported
on the return, then the county auditor shall add a penalty of twenty
percent (20%) of the additional taxes finally determined to be due as
a result of the undervaluation. The penalty shall be added to the
property tax installment next due for the return on which the property
was undervalued. If aperson has complied with all of the requirements
for claiming adeduction, an exemption, or an adjustment for abnormal
obsolescence, then the increase in assessed value that results from a
denia of the deduction, exemption, or adjustment for abnormal
obsolescence is not considered to result from an undervaluation for
purposes of this subsection.

(f) A penalty isdue with an installment under subsection (a), (d), or
(e) whether or not an appeal isfiled under IC 6-1.1-15-5 with respect
to the tax due on that installment.

SECTION 59. IC 6-1.1-37-8 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 8. A township
assessor, in a county containing a consolidated city, or the county
assessor, inacounty not containing a consolidated city, shall inform
the county auditor of any vending machine which doesnot, asrequired
under IC 1971, 6-1.1-3-8, have anidentification deviceonitsface. The
county auditor shall then add a one dollar ($1.00) penalty to the next
property tax installment of the person on whose premises the machine
islocated.

SECTION 60. IC 6-1.1-42-27 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1,2003]: Sec. 27. (a) A property
owner who desires to obtain the deduction provided by section 24 of
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this chapter must file a certified deduction application, on forms
prescribed by the state board of tax commissioners, with the auditor of
the county in which the property is located. Except as otherwise
provided in subsection (b) or (€), the deduction application must be
filed before May 10 of the year in which the addition to assessed
valuation is made.

(b) If notice of the addition to assessed val uation or new assessment
for any year is not given to the property owner before April 10 of that
year, thededuction application required by this section may befiled not
later than thirty (30) days after the date such anotice is mailed to the
property owner at the address shown on the records of:

(1) thetownship assessor, in a county containing a consolidated
city; or

(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city.

(c) The deduction application required by this section must contain
the following information:

(1) The name of each owner of the property.

(2) A certificate of completion of avoluntary remediation under

IC 13-25-5-16.

(3) Proof that each owner who is applying for the deduction:
(A) has never had an ownership interest in an entity that
contributed; and
(B) has not contributed;

to contamination (asdefined in IC 13-11-2-43) that isthe subject

of the voluntary remediation, as determined under the written
standards adopted by the department of environmental
management.

(4) Proof that the deduction was approved by the appropriate

designating body.

(5) A description of the property for which adeductionisclaimed

in sufficient detail to afford identification.

(6) The assessed value of the improvements before remediation

and redevel opment.

(7) Theincrease in the assessed val ue of improvementsresulting

from remediation and redevel opment.

(8) The amount of the deduction claimed for the first year of the

deduction.

(d) A deduction application filed under subsection (a) or (b) is
applicable for the year in which the addition to assessed value or
assessment of a new structure is made and each subsequent year to
whichthededuction appliesunder theresol ution adopted under section
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24 of this chapter.

(e) A property owner who desires to obtain the deduction provided
by section 24 of this chapter but who has failed to file a deduction
application within the dates prescribed in subsection (a) or (b) may file
adeduction application between March 1 and May 10 of a subsequent
year which is applicable for the year filed and the subsequent years
without any additional deduction application being filed for the
amounts of the deduction which would be applicable to such years
under this chapter if such a deduction application had been filed in
accordance with subsection (a) or (b).

(f) On verification of the correctness of adeduction application by:
(1) the assessor of the township in which the property islocated,
in a county containing a consolidated city; or
(2) the county assessor, in a county not containing a
consolidated city;

the county auditor shall, if the property is covered by a resolution
adopted under section 24 of this chapter, the eotnty adeitor shat make
the appropriate deduction.

(g) The amount and period of the deduction provided for property
by section 24 of this chapter are not affected by a change in the
ownership of the property if the new owner of the property:

(1) isaperson that:
(A) has never had an ownership interest in an entity that
contributed; and
(B) has not contributed;
to contamination (asdefined in 1C 13-11-2-43) that isthe subject
of the voluntary remediation, as determined under the written
standards adopted by the department of environmental
management;
(2) continues to use the property in compliance with any
standards established under section 7 of this chapter; and
(3) filesan application in the manner provided by subsection ().

(h) Thetewnship assessor shall include anotice of the deadlinesfor
filing a deduction application under subsections (a) and (b) with each
notice to a property owner of an addition to assessed value or of anew
assessment.

SECTION 61. IC 32-1-2-37 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 37. (a) Asused
in this section, "tract" means an area of land that is under common fee
simple ownership, and is contained within a continuous border and is
aseparately identified parcel for property tax purposes.

(b) If the auditor of the county or the township assessor under

1999 IN 420—L S 7563/DI 73+



©oo~NO O~ WNPR

B
()

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

43

IC 6-1.1-5-9 and t€ 6-1-1-5-9-1 determinesit necessary, an instrument
transferring fee ssimpletitle to less than the whole of atract which will
result in the division of the tract into two or more parcels for property
tax purposes may not be recorded unless the auditor or township
assessor is furnished a drawing, or other reliable evidence of the
following:

(1) The number of acresin each new tax parcel being created.

(2) The existence or absence of improvements on each new tax

parcel being created.

(3) The location within the original tract of each new tax parcel

being created.

(c) Any instrument that is accepted for recording and placed of
record which bears the endorsement required by IC 36-2-11-14 is
presumed to comply with this section.

SECTION 62. IC 36-2-15-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 5. (a) The county
assessor shall perform the functions assigned by statute to the county
assessor, including the following:

(1) Assessment duties prescribed by IC 6-1.1.

1) (2) Countywide equalization.

2 (3) Selection and maintenance of a countywide computer
system.

€3} (4) Certification of gross assessments to the county auditor.
4y (5) Discovery of omitted property.

(b) Fhe cotnty assessor shat perform the functions of an assessifg
offictat dunder t€ 36-6-5-2 i a township with a township
assessor-trustee tf the township assessor-trustee:

1) faits to make arepert thet +s regdired by taw:

2) fattsto detiver aproperty tax record to the appropriate officer

of board:

{3) fatts to detiver an assessment to the eoudnty assessor: of

4) faitsto perform any other assessg duty as required by stattte

of rute of the state board of tax commisstoners;
within the time period prescribed by stattte or rute of the state board
of tax eommisstoners or withtn a tater time that s necessitated by
reason of another offictal faiting to perform the offietal's functions in
atimely manner:

fey A township with a township trastee-assessor may; with the
consent of the township beard; enter iito an agreement with:

1) the eotnty assessor: or
to perform any of the functions of an assessing offictal: A township
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trustee-assessor may not contract for the performance of any function
for aperiod of time that extendsbeyond the eomptetion of thetownship
trustee-assessor's term of offiee: The county assessor may employ or
contract with any individual or entity, including an elected
township assessor or township assessor-trustee, to perform the
county assessor's assessment duties prescribed by I1C 6-1.1.

SECTION 63. IC 36-2-19-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 7. In atownship
in which IC 6-1.1-5-9 ef € 6-11-5-9:1 applies, the county surveyor
shall file a duplicate copy of any plat described in section 4 of this
chapter with the township assessor.

SECTION 64. IC 36-6-5-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1,2003]: Sec. 3. (a) Inacounty
not containing a consolidated city, the assessor shall perform the
duties prescribed by statute, including:

(1) assessment duties preseribed authorized by t€ 611 the
county assessor; and

(2) administration of the dog tax and dog fund, as prescribed by
IC 15-5-9.

(b) In a county containing a consolidated city, the assessor shall

perform the duties prescribed by statute, including:
(1) assessment duties prescribed by IC 6-1.1; and
(2) administration of the dog tax and dog fund, as prescribed
by IC 15-5-9.

SECTION 65. IC 36-6-6-10 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 10. (@) This
section does not apply to the appropriation of money to pay a deputy,
an employee, or a technical adviser that assists a township assessor
with assessment dutiesin a county containing a consolidated city or
to an elected township assessor.

(b) The township legidative body shall fix the:

(1) salaries;

(2) wages;

(3) rates of hourly pay; and

(4) remuneration other than statutory allowances;
of all officers and employees of the township.

(c) Thetownship legidative body may not reduce asalary below the
amount fixed for that salary for the year 1980.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (€), the township legislative
body may not alter the salaries of elected or appointed officers during
thefiscal year for which they arefixed, but it may add or eliminate any
other position and change the salary of any other employeg, if the
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necessary funds and appropriations are available.

fey th a township that does not elect a tewnship assessor tnder
township funds to supptement the sataries of etected or appeinted
offieersto compensate them for performing assessg dutres: However;
th any catendar year no officer or employee may recetve a satary and
officer or employee under subsection (b):

5 (e) If achangeinthe mileage allowance paid to state officersand
employees is established by July 1 of any year, that change shall be
included in the compensation fixed for the township executive and
assessor under this section, to take effect January 1 of the next year.
However, the township legislative body may by ordinance provide for
the change in the sum per mile to take effect before January 1 of the
next year.

fg) (f) The township legidative body may not reduce the salary of
the township executive without the consent of the township executive
during the term of office of the township executive as set forth in
IC 36-6-4-2.

Ry (g) This subsection applies when atownship executive dies or
resigns from office. The person filling the vacancy of the township
executive shall receive at |east the same salary the previous township
executivereceived for the remainder of the unexpired term of office of
the township executive (as set forth in | C 36-6-4-2), unless the person
consents to areduction in salary.

SECTION 66. IC 36-6-8-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 5. (@) When
performing the real property reassessment duties prescribed by
IC 6-1.1-4, an elected a township assessor in a county containing a
consolidated city may receive per diem compensation, in addition to
salary, at arate fixed by the county fiscal body, for each day that heis
engaged in reassessment activities.

(b) Subsection (a) applies regardless of whether professional
assessing services are provided to atownship under contract.

SECTION 67. IC 36-6-8-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSIEFFECTIVEJANUARY 1,2003]: Sec. 6. (a) Inacounty
containing a consolidated city, a township assessor who becomes a
certified level 2 Indiana assessor-appraiser is entitled to a salary
increase of one thousand dollars ($1,000) after his certification under
IC 6-1.1-35.5.

(b) In a county containing a consolidated city, acertified level 2
I ndianaassessor-apprai ser who replacesatownship assessor whoisnot
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so certified isentitled to asalary of onethousand dollars ($1,000) more
than his predecessor's salary.

(c) A sdlary increase under this section comprises a part of the
township assessor'sbase salary for aslong ashe servesin that position.

SECTION 68. IC 36-6-8-9 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 9. If necessary in
the performance of their duties

&) township assessors ef
&) deputies and employees in a county containing a
consolidated city, engaged in field work and authorized by the
tewnshtp county assessor
may use their own conveyances and are entitled to receive a mileage
allowance equal to the sum per mile paid to state officers and
employees. Only one (1) mileage may be allowed for each assessing
team.

SECTION 69. IC 36-6-8-10 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJANUARY 1, 2003]: Sec. 10. (a) Thecounty
fiscal body shall, in the manner prescribed by 1C 36-2-5 or | C 36-2-6,
fix and appropriate money to pay the per diem established under
section 5 of this chapter and the salaries and per diems of the estirty's
township assessors in a county containing a consolidated city and
any deputies or other employees that assist the eteeted township
8SSessor: assessors.

(b) Each township assessor shall file the budget estimate required
by 1C 36-2-5-5 or IC 36-3-6-4. The budget estimate filed under this
subsection must include all estimated expenses of the office, including
costs incurred through litigation for the office.

fey H the township exeettive s performing the duties of assessor;
the eounty fiscal body shal appropriate money for the purposes of
subsection (&) and other expenses of acting as assessor; nectuding at
provite a satary that is betow the amount fixed for that satary for the
year 1984

SECTION 70. THEFOLLOWING ARE REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2003]: IC 6-1.1-3-18; IC 6-1.1-5-9.1.

SECTION 71. [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2002] (a) This SECTION
does not apply to a county containing a consolidated city or to a
township located in a county containing a consolidated city.

(b) The state board of tax commissioners shall adjust each
township’s maximum permissible levy for property taxes payable
in 2003 to reflect the changes to the statutory duties of township
assessors made by this act. The state board of tax commissioners
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shall reduce each township’s maximum permissible property tax
levy by the portion of the township assessor’s budget in 2002 used
for assessing duties.

(c) The state board of tax commissioners shall adjust each
county’s maximum permissible levy for property taxes payable in
2003 to reflect the changes to the statutory duties of township
assessors made by this act. The state board of tax commissioners
shall increase each county's maximum permissible property tax
levy by:

(1) the sum of the portion of the budget of each township
assessor in the county used for assessing duties; multiplied by
(2) one and five-hundredths (1.05).

(d) For purposes of determining a township's or county’s
maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-3 for property taxes payable in 2003 and thereafter,
the township's or county's maximum permissible ad valorem
property tax levy is the levy after the adjustment made under this
SECTION.
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